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Pgsticide spray sign on Vesterbrook Farm, which suffered damage from herbicide drift.
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Ah organic farmer in Missouri has seen firsthand how destructive herbicide drift can be
as it destroys his crops and threatens his livelihood and farm.

Mike Brabo and his wife Carol own Vesterbrook Farm in Clarksville, Missouri, about an
hour north of St. Louis near the Mississippi River. The farm has been in Carol's family
for nearly a century. The couple and their two children have worked the farm since 2008
after Mike survived thyroid cancer.

At that time Mike gained an appreciation for ¢ : foods but found it difficult to afford
them. "lIt's expensive to buy organic fruits and vegetables at Whole Foods,” he said.

Mike and Carol decided to grow their own. It wasn't difficult to convert the farm to
organic since no chemicals had been used on the land.

"There had been nothing grown on the farm but grass for 15 years,"” Mike said.

Vesterbrook Farm

Sell Crops to 150-Member C5A

Over the years, the Brabos have grown their organic farm. A lot of vegetables can be
grown on 24 acres, and the Brabos have planted more than 60 including lettuce,
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raspberries. They also grow herbs such as sage, parsley and cilantro.

They sell the fruits of their labor to 150 members of their community supported
agriculture (CSA) program. lronically, some of the CSA members are employees of a
large, well-known multi-national s s company in St Louis.

Mike says his customers appreciate getting fresh organic produce. "Some people have
a tough time finding organic food. There are not a lot of organic farms in our area.”

Vesterbrook Farm uses organic practices but is not certified through the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s National Organic Program. instead, Mike chose Certified
Naturally Grown (CNG) as their certifier.

"Their standards meet or exceed the USDA's,"” he said. "CNG has a much greater
emphasis on sustainability with planting areas that bring in wildlife and beneficial
insects.”

The Brabos have seen growing success with their organic farm and CSA with sales
increasing 10 percent per year.

Herbicides Damaged Crops, Loss of $300,000

That is until this year. In June, a conventional farmer neighbor sprayed his soybean
field with herbicides. Wind blew the herbicides over the Brabos' land.

This happened despite Mike having signs that say "Organic Farm, No Spray” signs and
registering his farm with DriftWatch, a communication tool that enables farmers and
pesticide applicators to work together to protect specialty crops using mapping
programs.

The damage from the herbicide drift was total. "We found damage across our farm,
which is 500 yards wide, including on the far north side of the property,” Mike said.

Crops damaged included peppers, potaloes, tomatoes, basil; fruit trees were also
damaged. "Everything on the farm, even ormamental trees, was damaged,” Mike said.

The herbicides also killed half of the farm's bees, an estimated loss of $12,000. Mike
estimates the total loss at $300,000.
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Their Certified Naturally Grown certification was suspended, and the Brabos must
essentially start over to remove the herbicide contamination from their farm. It will take
three years at an estimated cost of $1.6 million to remediate the damage and regain
CNG certification. According to Mike, they will have to plant cover crops and replenish
the soil with beneficial bacteria and mycorrhizal fungi.

"Worst Case Scenario is We Lose the Farm”

Mike could grow vegetables and sell them as conventional but he refuses for fear that a
customer would become sick because of the herbicide contamination.

"As a cancer survivor I'm not going to be complicit in putting something in the food
supply that could make someone sick,” he said.

For now, the Brabos are cut of business for three years. "We aren't sure what we are
going to do,” Mike said. "The worst case scenario is we lose the family farm.”

The Brabos are working with atiorneys to reach a setllement with their neighbor's
insurance company.

"We just want to be rightly compensated to grow healthy food for ourselves and
repairing the soil and ecosystem so we can grow food for the 3t. Louis community,”
Mike said.

While the Brabos' farm wasn't damaged by a, their ruined crops demonstrate the
can cause to small family farms.

destruction it and other ¢

"This whole drift issue is so huge. How many farmers and vegetable growers have
chemically drifted vegetables?" Mike said.

To help Vesterbrook Farm recover from its devastating losses, goto ¥
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Trump arrives as Direclor of the National Instiiite of Allergy and Infectious Diseases Dr. Anthony Fauci looks on during a
Coronaviris Task Force press brisfing af the White House in Washington, DC, on April 4, 2020, JI WATEON / AFF via Getty
images
President 3 altacked the nation's top infectious disease specialist in a call with
campaign staffers that several reporters were allowed {o listen to on Monday. In the call,
Trump said that Dr. Anthony S. Fauci was "a disaster.” He added that despite the evidence
that coronavirus cases are once again rising across the country, the public was tired of
hearing so much news about the virus, especially from "these idiots” in the government and
oat reported.
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Poor eating habits, lack of exercise, genetics, and a bunch of other things are known to be
behind excessive weight gain. But, did you know that how much sleep you get each night
can also determine how much weight you gain or lose”?
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A wolf chases magpies and ravens from an el carcass in Yellowstone Maliona! Park. Jim Peaco /A

By Rebecca Niemiec and Kevin Crooks

Colorado voters will decide on Nov. 3 whether the state should reintroduce gray wolves
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